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CHICKENS & EGGS 
 
Iowa egg production during January 2019 was 1.44 billion eggs, up 1 percent from 
last month and up 11 percent from last year, according to the latest Chickens and Eggs 
report from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  
 
The average number of all layers on hand during January 2019 was 57.0 million, 
down 1 percent from last month but up 3 percent from last year. Eggs per 100 layers 
for January were 2,520, up 1 percent from last month and up 8 percent from last year.   
 
 
Layers on Hand and Eggs Produced – States and United States:  During January 2018 and 2019 
[Data may not add to totals due to rounding. Data by type of flock not shown for some states to avoid disclosing individual operations, data included in 
United States totals.] 
State 
Table egg layers 
in flocks 









2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 









Alabama  ..................  
Arkansas  .................  
California  .................  
Colorado  ..................  
Florida  .....................  
Georgia  ...................  
Illinois  ......................  
Indiana  ....................  
Iowa  ........................  
Maryland ..................  
Michigan  ..................  
Minnesota  ................  
Mississippi  ...............  
Missouri  ...................  
Nebraska  .................  
New York  .................  
North Carolina  .........  
Ohio  .........................  
Oregon  ....................  
Pennsylvania  ...........  
South Carolina  .........  
South Dakota  ...........  
Texas  ......................  
Utah  .........................  
Virginia  ....................  
Washington  .............  
Wisconsin  ................  
 
Other States1  ...........  
 























































































































































































































































































































(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.   
      1 Includes data for states not published in this table. 
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All cattle and calves in Iowa as of January 1, 2019, totaled 
3.95 million head, according to the latest USDA, National 
Agricultural Statistics Service – Cattle report. This was 
down 50,000 head from January 1, 2018. Beef cows, at 
950,000 head, were unchanged from last year. Milk cow 
inventory was also unchanged at 220,000 head. 
 
All heifers 500 pounds and over were down 1 percent to 
845,000 head. Heifers for beef cow replacement were 
down 3 percent from 2018 to 160,000 head; heifers for 
milk cow replacement, at 125,000 head, were down 
7 percent from the previous year; and all other heifers 
were up 2 percent to 560,000 head. 
 
Steers weighing 500 pounds and over were down 2 percent from last year at 1.36 million head. Bulls weighing 
500 pounds and over remained at 70,000 head. Calves under 500 pounds on January 1, 2019, totaled 
505,000 head, down 3 percent from last year.  
 
The 2018 calf crop was estimated at 1.11 million head, up 2 percent from the 2017 calf crop. Cattle and calves 
on feed for slaughter in all feedlots on January 1, 2018, totaled 1.32 million head, up 2 percent from one year 
ago.   
 
Cattle and Calves, Number by Class – Iowa and United States:  January 1, 2018 and 2019 
Class 
Iowa United States 
2018 2019 
2019 as 
% of 2018 
2018 2019 
2019 as 
% of 2018 
 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 
All cattle and calves  .................................................  
 
All cows that have calved  .........................................  
          Beef cows  ......................................................  
          Milk cows  .......................................................  
 
Heifers 500 pounds and over  ...................................  
          For beef cow replacement  ..............................  
          For milk cow replacement  ..............................  
          Other heifers  ..................................................  
 
Steers 500 pounds and over  ....................................  
Bulls 500 pounds and over  ......................................  
Calves under 500 pounds  ........................................  
 

































































































1 Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass that will grade select or 
better.  Cattle and calves on feed are included in the cattle inventory estimates by classes.    
 
Calf Crop – Iowa and United States:  2017 and 2018 
 
Iowa United States 
2017 2018 
2018 as 
% of 2017 
2017 2018 
2018 as 
% of 2017 
 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 


















All Cattle and Calves Inventory
Iowa:  January 1
  




All sheep and lambs inventory in Iowa as of January 1, 2019, totaled 153,000 head according to the latest USDA, 
National Agricultural Statistics Service – Sheep and Goats report.  The sheep and lambs inventory is down 
12,000 head from last year.  Total breeding stock, at 103,000 head, was 10 percent below one year ago.  Market 
sheep and lambs was unchanged from a year ago and totaled 50,000 head.  The lamb crop for 2018 decreased 




Wool Production, Price and Value – Iowa and United States:  2017 and 2018 
Class 
Iowa United States 
2017 2018 
2018 as 
% of 2017 
2017 2018 
2018 as 
% of 2017 
Sheep shorn ........................................... (1,000 head) 
Weight per fleece ......................................... (pounds) 
Production .......................................... (1,000 pounds) 
 
Price per pound ............................................. (dollars) 










































Milk goat inventory in Iowa as of January 1, 2019, was 
32,000 head, according to the latest USDA, National 
Agricultural Statistics Service – Sheep and Goats 
report.  Iowa ranked third in total milk goats.  The 
inventory was up 3 percent from January 2018.  Total 
meat and other goat inventory was 37,000 head, a 








All Sheep and Lambs, Number by Class – Iowa and United States:  January 1, 2018 and 2019 
Class 
Iowa United States 
2018 2019 
2019 as 
% of 2018 
2018 2019 
2019 as 
% of 2018 
 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 
All sheep and lambs  .................................................  
 
Total breeding sheep  ................................................  
          Ewes  ..............................................................  
          Rams  ..............................................................  
          Replacement lambs  ........................................  
 


















































Lamb Crop – Iowa and United States:  2017 and 2018 
 
Iowa United States 
2017 2018 
2018 as 
% of 2017 
2017 2018 
2018 as 
% of 2017 
 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 
Lamb crop  ................................................................  115.0 110.0 96 3,230.0 3,235.0 100 
Goat Inventory – Selected States and United States:  
2018 and 2019 
 
Milk Goats Meat & Other Goats 
2018 2019 2018 2019 
 (head) (head) (head) (head) 
California ...................  
Iowa ..........................  
Minnesota .................  
Tennessee ................  
Texas ........................  
Wisconsin 1 ................  
 

































(NA)  Not Available 
1 Beginning in 2017, Meat and Other Goats for Wisconsin is no longer published 
individually.  It is now included in the Other States total. 
  




The average price received by farmers for corn during January in Iowa was $3.52 per bushel according to the 
latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service – Agricultural Prices report.  This was down 1 cent from 
the December price but 28 cents above January 2018.  
 
The January 2019 average price received by farmers for soybeans, at $8.60 per bushel, was up 20 cents from the 
December price but 55 cents below the January 2018 price.  
 
The January average oat price per bushel was $3.82, up 42 cents from December and $1.07 above January 2018. 
 
All hay prices in Iowa averaged $122.00 per ton in January. This was down $16.00 from the December price but 
$11.00 above the January 2018 price.  The January 2019 alfalfa hay price averaged $127.00, down $18.00 from 
the previous month but $11.00 above January 2018. The average price received for other hay during January was 
$114.00 per ton. This was down $14.00 from the December price but $12.00 above the January 2018 price. 
 




Prices Received by Farmers – Iowa and United States 
 













 (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) 
Corn  .......................................................... bu 
Hay, all, baled  ........................................... ton 
    Alfalfa  ................................................... ton 
    Other  .................................................... ton 
Oats  ........................................................... bu 
Soybeans  .................................................. bu 
 






























































































Soybean Price Received by Farmers - Iowa
2017 2018 2019
